            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #10
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Donna Motter, (Surgery Mar. 3); *Arletta Thomas,  (Home); *Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Dennis Croutharmel; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust;  Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Rebuck; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand;; Ben Baker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Karen Kahler; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder;  Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Baby Sophia, Ben, Sarah Heinbaugh
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletins and devotionals can be found on the church website.
[image: image1.emf]


    SUNDAY MARCH 6, 2022
                    First Sunday in Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
                        Please note: Valleys has a new email!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
March 6, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
First Sunday in Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                   Dave Novinger
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                            Dave Novinger          
L:  Long ago, God rescued God’s people from slavery.
P:  We are enslaved today, in many different ways.
L:  God can and will rescue us. Place your trust in God’s love.

P: Our hope is in the Lord who is our refuge and our strength.
L: Even though temptations surround us, drawing us away from God,
P:  In You we become everything You have made us to be!
L: We will continue to follow God and trust in God’s ways. AMEN.
Invocation     

                                                           Dave Novinger 
Lord, the temptations of the world loom large before us. We are enticed, cajoled, and “sweet-talked” into moving from lives of service to lives of self-centeredness. We need your healing love. As you resisted the temptations in the wilderness, help us to place our trust in you, that we may be strong in our faith and faithful to the mission to which you have called us; serving others in your name. AMEN.

              Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11    (See Insert)   Marie Herb           
Psalm: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16   (Responsively) (See Insert)   Pastor 

New Testament: Romans 10:8b-13 (See Insert)   Donna Novinger                            
Music -          “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”                 Pg. 172
*Gospel:  Luke 4:1-13                          (See Insert)   Pastor
Sermon -           “Are You Ready for Your Test?”                
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                       
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION                                         

   Music -                            “Day by Day”                     Pg. 56
      Benediction
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                        Congregation



Post-Service Music 
WORSHIP SERVICE: We welcome you today March 6th First Sunday in Lent! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. 
                                2022 CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.   6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - First Sunday in Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Organist - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Mar.   7 - 7:00PM - Elders
Mar.   8 - 5:30-6:30PM  - “Free” Community Meal Take Out 
Mar. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Second Sunday in Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Mar. 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Third Sunday in Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Sixth Sunday After Epiphany
EASTER FLOWERS: See Donna Novinger to order your Easter flowers on Sundays after Worship service. All orders and money must be in by Sunday March 6th.  Available flowers:

6” Tulips - $11.00 each          8” Tulips - $18.00 each

6” Daffodils - $11.00 each      8” Daffodils - $15.00 each

6” Lily - $13.00 each         4” African Violets - $5.00 (for shut-ins)

ELDERS  WILL MEET on Mon. Feb. 7 at 7:00PM. 
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday Mar. 8, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Fish (fish sticks for kids), macaroni & cheese, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Mar. 3rd. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

LAY READERS:  Mar. 6 - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger; Mar. 13 - Gerry Wiest, Doris Hand; Mar. 20 - Ed Dobbin, Carol Knight.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Mar. 6 - Donna Novinger; Mar. 13 - Laurel Guertin; Mar. 20 - Dave Novinger.
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
                        SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test.: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NLT)
26 “When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you as a special possession and you have conquered it and settled there, 2 put some of the first produce from each crop you harvest into a basket and bring it to the designated place of worship—the place the 

Lord your God chooses for his name to be honored. 3 Go to the priest in charge at that time and say to him, ‘With this gift I acknowledge to the Lord your God that I have entered the land he swore to our ancestors he would give us.’ 4 The priest will then take the basket from your hand and set it before the altar of the Lord
your God. 5 “You must then say in the presence of the Lord your God, ‘My ancestor Jacob was a wandering Aramean who went to live as a foreigner in Egypt. His family arrived few in number, but in Egypt they became a large and mighty nation. 6 When the Egyptians oppressed and humiliated us by making us their slaves,

7 we cried out to the Lord, the God of our ancestors. He heard our cries and saw our hardship, toil, and oppression. 8 So the Lord
brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand and powerful arm, with overwhelming terror, and with miraculous signs and wonders. 9 He brought us to this place and gave us this land flowing with milk and honey! 10 And now, O Lord, I have brought you the first portion of the harvest you have given me from the ground.’ Then place the produce before the Lord your God, and bow to the ground in worship before him. 11 Afterward you may go and celebrate because of all the good things the Lord your God has given to you and your household. Remember to include the Levites and the foreigners living among you in the celebration.
2nd Reading -Psalm: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 (NLT)
1 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
    will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2 This I declare about the Lord:
He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;
    he is my God, and I trust him.
9 If you make the Lord your refuge,
    if you make the Most High your shelter,
10 no evil will conquer you; no plague will come near your home.
11 For he will order his angels to protect you wherever you go.
2nd Reading -Psalm: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 (NLT) (Continued)
12 They will hold you up with their hands
    so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.
13 You will trample upon lions and cobras;
    you will crush fierce lions and serpents under your feet!
14 The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me.
    I will protect those who trust in my name.
15 When they call on me, I will answer; 
I will be with them in trouble. I will rescue and honor them.
16 I will reward them with a long life and give them my salvation.”
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading: Romans 10:8b-13 (NLT)
8b “The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.” And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: 9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.

11 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him.

 13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Luke 4:1-13 (NLT)
4 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River. He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where he was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate nothing all that time and became very hungry. 3 Then the devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone.’” 5 Then the devil took him up and revealed to him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 “I will give you the glory of these kingdoms and authority over them,” the devil said, “because they are mine to give to anyone I please. 7 I will give it all to you if you will worship me.” 8 Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’” 9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! 10 For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect 
*Sermon Text - Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 (NLT) (Continued)
and guard you. 11 And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 12 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your God.’” 13 When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the next opportunity came.
        ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
CANDY FUNDRAISER; Brochures and order forms are on the cupboard at the church front door and on table in narthex if you wish to order candy.  If you have questions, please see Bridget Campbell. All Checks should be made out to The Valleys E.C.C. Paper orders and online orders being shipped to the church are due Sunday March 6.  Online orders being shipped to person are due Sunday April 3rd.
PLEASE NOTE: There are NO Thursday evening Community Lenten services this year.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Good Friday Service will be held at Valleys on April 15 at 12:00Noon - In-person and online.
Good Friday Speaker is Pastor Gail Boyer of Faith U. Methodist Church. Easter Sunday speaker for Valleys will be announced.
     EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY APRIL 17th:
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE will be held at Camp Hebron

at 6:30AM at Breezewood (at outdoor chapel, park near Breezewood dining hall for service). Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
EASTER SERVICE AT VALLEYS will be held at 10:15AM - In-person and online. Holy Communion will be served in the pews

(please have bread and grape juice ready if you are viewing online).
NEW DIRECTORY: If anyone has a new address or a new addition to your family to be included in the updated directory, please call the church office (717-896-3118 or use Valleys new email:  ValleysEcc.Halifax@GMail.com
History of hymn “Day by Day (Blott En Dag)”

   The waves of revival that swept the Scandinavian countries during the latter half of the nineteenth century were greatly influenced by the wealth of fine hymns which flowed from the pen of Lina Sandell. Born on October 3, 1832, in Sweden, Lina was a daughter of a pastor. When she was twenty-six years of age, she accompanied her father on a journey to Gothenburg, but tragedy occurred before the destination was reached. The ship gave a sudden lurch and Linas father fell overboard, and drowned before the eyes of his devoted daughter.

   Soon many songs began to flow out of her broken heart. Her songs reflect a simple child-like trust in Christ, and deep sense of His abiding presence in her life, including Day By Day.

During her lifetime, Lina wrote 650 hymns.  “Day by Day” is familiar to many English-speaking congregations.  Many people will also recognize the hymn that begins with the words, “Children of the Heavenly Father”—a hymn of quiet assurance.

   The hymn, “Day by Day,” offers that same kind of assurance.  It speaks of finding strength to face trials—and having no cause for worry or for fear.  It encourages us to live with the promise of “a special mercy for each hour” (v. 2).  It asks God’s help in tribulation—to trust God’s promises (v. 3)—”till I reach the promised land.”

   This sort of song readily becomes popular, because it provides comfort to people in distress.  That describes most of us at some time or another.  We need strength to meet the trials that we encounter.  We need the assurance that God is with us—and loves us—and will help us—even when our circumstances are grim.  We need to know that God will help us “till (we) reach the promised land.”  Those are the assurances that this hymn provides. When tragedy strikes, some people allow it to destroy them, but Lina’s faith saw her through the tragedy. Her grief gave her music a depth and sensitivity that had been missing earlier.

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) March, April, May 2022, and (Large Print) January, February, March 2022 devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

Links for Hymn “Day by Day (Blott En Dag)”: (Pg. 56)
       https://youtu.be/C0lsH-ADSb4?t=2 
https://youtu.be/mqp5aO40khc?t=1 
Hymn: “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”  (Page 172) Public Domain
Fanny Jane Crosby| John R. Sweney  STORY OF JESUS

CCLI Song # 3617777CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1 Tell me the story of Jesus
Write on my heart every word
Tell me the story most precious
Sweetest that ever was heard
Tell how the angels in chorus
Sang as they welcomed His birth
Glory to God in the highest
Peace and good tidings to earth    Chorus
Chorus  Tell me the story of Jesus
Write on my heart every word
Tell me the story most precious
Sweetest that ever was heard
Verse 2   Fasting alone in the desert
Tell of the days that are past
How for our sins He was tempted
Yet was triumphant at last
Tell of the years of His labor
Tell of the sorrow He bore
He was despised and afflicted
Homeless rejected and poor         Chorus
Verse 3   Tell of the cross where they nailed Him
Writhing in anguish and pain
Tell of the grave where they laid Him
Tell how He liveth again
Love in that story so tender
Clearer than ever I see
Stay let me weep while you whisper
Love paid the ransom for me       Chorus
Links to hymn:  “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” Page 172
https://youtu.be/mZ_rx9HbCTk?t=7 
VALLEYS NEW EMAIL! It is valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com 
SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY MARCH 12th!
Hymn: “Day by Day (Blott En Dag)” (Page 56 Red Hymnal)
Andrew L. Skoog | Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg | Oskar Ahnfelt Public Domain
CCLI Song # 104479 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1 Day by day and with each passing moment
Strength I find to meet my trials here
Trusting in my Father's wise bestowment
I've no cause for worry or for fear
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
Gives unto each day what He deems best
Lovingly its part of pain and pleasure
Mingling toil with peace and rest
Verse 2  Ev'ry day the Lord Himself is near me
With a special mercy for each hour
All my cares He fain would bear and cheer me
He whose name is Counselor and Pow'r
The protection of His child and treasure
Is a charge that on Himself He laid
As your days your strength shall be in measure
This the pledge to me He made
Verse 3  Help me then in ev'ry tribulation
So to trust Your promises O Lord
That I lose not faith's sweet consolation
Offered me within Your holy Word
Help me Lord when toil and trouble meeting
E'er to take as from a Father's hand
One by one the days the moments fleeting
Till I reach the Promised Land
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Feb. 27 was 33.
Face book views for Feb. 27 as of Mar. 2 was 54.
Face book views for Feb. 20 as of Mar. 2 was ​41.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM.
History of Hymn: “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” (Page 172)

   This narrative hymn was written by two prominent gospel songwriters, lyricist Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) and composer John Sweney (1837-1899). According to Crosby, her friendship with Sweney was formed during summer revival meetings held annually at the Methodist campgrounds in Ocean Grove, NJ. Sweney became the song leader there in 1878 and served for twenty years until his declining health prevented him from continuing. Crosby said it was “one of the saddest duties of my life to recite a tribute to his memory” upon Sweney’s death. One of their most enduring collaborations is the hymn “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”, first published in The Quiver of Sacred Song (Philadelphia: John T. Hood, 1880.) Crosby and Sweney had a special interest in creating music for Christian education. The informative nature of this hymn--and its fitness for Christian education--is simple and clear: it tells the story of Jesus’ life on earth, starting with his incarnation, followed by his temptation in the desert, his earthly ministry, his crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. It does this in the perspective of a person desiring to hear the story told, a story described as “precious” and “sweetest that ever was heard,” one which ought to be written on the heart, containing a love “so tender, clearer than ever,” which “paid the ransom for me.”
    Notable Scripture allusions include Luke 2:8-14 (the angelic proclamation); Luke 4:1-14 (temptation; also Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13); Isaiah 53:3-4 (sorrows, despised, afflicted); and Matthew 8:20 (homeless; also Luke 9:58).

            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.        **********************************************************
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) 

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #10
  
March 6, 2022               “Are You Ready For Your Test?”

   
      
                          1st Sunday in Lent
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Long ago, God rescued God’s people from slavery.

P: We are enslaved today, in many different ways.

L: God can and will rescue us. Place your trust in God’s love.

P: Our hope is in the Lord who is our refuge and our strength.

L: Even though temptations surround us, drawing us away from God,

P: We will continue to follow God and trust in God’s ways. AMEN.

Invocation:

Lord, the temptations of the world loom large before us. We are enticed, cajoled, and “sweet-talked” into moving from lives of service to lives of self-centeredness. We need your healing love. As you resisted the temptations in the wilderness, help us to place our trust in you, that we may be strong in our faith and faithful to the mission to which you have called us; serving others in your name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Responsive: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
New Testament: Romans 10:8b-13
*Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
Meditation:

“Are You Ready For Your Test?”

These can be dreaded words if you’re sitting in a doctor’s waiting room. Medical tests can run the gambit from fairly easy and gentle, to ones that require preparations that are often discomforting. I remember all the various tests and clearances I had to have prior to my weight loss surgery. They required tests including psychiatric, cardiology, gastroenterology, and others. All these various tests were necessary to prepare me for the big event, and the life that would follow. Would I be ready?


In today’s text from Luke Jesus was also tested and preparing for what was coming next in his earthly mission. Earlier in Luke we read that Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, after which, John was imprisoned by King Herod for speaking out against the King’s unlawful marriage to his current wife. After telling of Jesus’ baptism and the voice of God speaking, “you are my beloved son, in you I am well pleased,” Luke makes sure to tell us about Jesus’ lineage. Why? Because Luke wants to make it abundantly clear that Jesus, while being the Son of God, is also fully human, subject to all the same temptations and struggles that we are. 


Luke tells us that Jesus was ‘led by the Spirit.’ Luke makes a point to let his readers know that everything Jesus did in his earthly life was Spirit led. His going into the wilderness to be tempted or tested was also Spirit led. It’s easy for us to assume that whenever God is leading it’s usually to something good or better than where we currently find ourselves. But this perspective is simply not consistent with the biblical narrative. We often use the phrase, ‘wilderness experience’ to describe a rough time in our lives. We see it as being bad. The Hebrew understanding is quite different. The wilderness is never easy. It's not without its dangers and challenges. But it is the place where the Israelites had some of their most meaningful encounters with God. The Hebrew word for wilderness can be literally translated as ‘in the midst of speaking.’ The wilderness is where they heard from God. 


Luke makes some important Old Testament connections in this text. Luke’s readers would be reminded of the stories of the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites after their rescue from slavery in Egypt. In those stories it was God who guided them through the wilderness. It was God who provided for them in their wanderings. It was God who appeared as a pillar of fire by night, and a cloud by day. And while their wanderings were, in part, a punishment for their doubt about God’s providing access to the promised land, God did not abandon them. God was with them in their testing and preparation. 


Let’s take a closer look at the temptations or testings that Jesus faced. The first testing came after he had been in the wilderness for 40 days with no food or water. Satan (which means ‘adversary’ in Hebrew) tempts Jesus with food. Jesus must have been near starvation after so long a fast. “Why don’t you turn these stones to bread?” Satan knew Jesus could certainly do it. Jesus could have taken the easy way out. He could have caved in to his need for food. Jesus resisted the temptation to meet his physical needs through taking a short cut. Instead he confronted Satan by saying, “It is written, ‘man does not live by bread alone.” Jesus uses the words of God to rebuke and rebuff the words of Satan. Jesus passes the first test of physical temptations.


Satan then tempts Jesus with the offer of political power, but at a price. Jesus is offered power over all nations if he simply worships Satan. He wouldn’t have to go to the cross. He wouldn’t have to suffer rejection and torture. He could escape all that pain and achieve the same ends if he would just worship Satan. That’s quite an offer. Jesus resists again. “It is written, ‘worship the Lord your God and serve him only.” Jesus knows that in the end it’s all about God and no one or nothing else. Jesus once again uses the words of scripture to confront the temptation and lies of Satan. He passes the test of quick access to power. 


The third and final test is the test to validate who he is through another short cut. Somehow Satan transports them to the highest point of the temple in Jerusalem and taunts Jesus to prove he is the Son of God by throwing himself off of the temple. “After all,” Satan says, “God would send angels to protect you so you wouldn’t be hurt… if you really are who you say you are.” Jesus responds again with scripture saying, “it says, ‘you shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” Jesus knows that God’s plan doesn’t involve bypassing the cross. He knows that the proof of his divinity comes through the cross and grave, and then resurrection. Jesus knows that cheating won’t pay off, neither will testing God. 


Our enemy likes to work when we are most vulnerable, just as he did when Jesus was. Our allegiance and fidelity to God will be tested in both subtle and overt ways. Satan looks to distract us and cause us to look for short cuts to avoid God’s purposes for us. How can we resist? How can we pass these tests and be prepared?


First is to see that temptations and testings are not necessarily bad things. They are hard, for sure. What makes testings and temptations bad is our response to them. If we try to handle them ourselves, in our own strength by will power alone, we are bound to give in at some point. However if we follow Jesus’ example and look to him for strength beyond our own, we can pass the tests in the same way Jesus did. 


Secondly, we can take comfort that whatever temptation or test we face, Jesus faced them too. The author of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus, our High Priest, was tempted and tested in every way that we are, yet he didn’t give in to sin. So Jesus understands our struggles. He understands just how hard it is to resist temptations and testings when we’re at our most vulnerable. Because of that, we can lean on him for strength. We can trust that he is with us in our struggles, and that is really good news!


Lastly, we can take solace in that whenever we find ourselves in a spiritual wilderness, that is where God is often found. God is there to speak to us; to supply what we need to get through it all, and to remind us that we are not alone. We are never alone because we are in Jesus. 


May we experience the nearness of Christ this Lenten season. May we find strength and hope to respond to whatever test or temptation that gets laid before us with the knowledge that we belong to Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

O God, Flooding our emails, screaming to us from television screens, crowding up our mailboxes, the offers for millions of dollars, the dream of great wealth, ravage our lives. Life isn’t easy. We do have struggles. We have come through the season devoted to commercialization of giving, to a time in which we are called to put aside the desire for wealth, status, power and enter into a journey of faith. This call is not an easy one to follow. It is much easier to succumb to the temptations of the culture of greed. Things becoming obsolete is built into our systems - just as a new one is developed it becomes yesterday’s news. But your love and power are never obsolete. Your presence is with us always, lifting, healing, restoring, encouraging us to move forward on the journey of service and compassion. We bring our prayers to you today lifting the needs of others and situations which are difficult and sorrowful. We implore you, God, to respond with compassion and care for these, our loved ones. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

Help us, O God, to remember that you are in the midst of these times, giving hope and love. Enable us to feel the power of this love in our own lives. Empower us to share this love with others, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name.

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Our Lenten journey has begun. God is with you. Go forth to learn, to teach, to serve. Go bringing peace and hope to all in the name of God the Father, Jesus Christ his son, and the Holy Spirit. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
